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Performance of Athletes in 2022 FIFA World Cup from Audience Perception: a Survey Study

Nouf Alhuzami Majid Ibrahim Al-Otaibi

Department of Media, King Saud University Ministry of Education, Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This study aims to assess the public’s Perception regarding the local media coverage of the Saudi football team during the
World Cup 2022 tournament. The study attempts to measure the attributes of the media coverage and its effect on the
performance of the Saudi football team during the tournament from the perspective of the Saudi audience. The study utilized
an online questionnaire to collect responses from 415 Saudi individuals who have followed the local media coverage during
World Cup 2022. The results show that the main characteristics of the local media coverage were: it’s widespread among the
society, its social responsibility and its avoidance of discrimination and the less recorded feature was its interactivity. The
audience highly agreed that the local media coverage did affect the performance of the team in a positive way (u=3.95).

This paper shed the light on how local media coverage affected Saudi Arabia's 2022 World Cup performance. According to a
survey of 415 Saudi football fans, media coverage was generally positive and boosted player confidence and team spirit, but it
also raised expectations and pressure, which could hurt performance. The study shows that media influence is complicated,
and it requires balanced and responsible reporting. Further research should use mixed methods and broaden contexts.

Keywords: Sport, Media coverage, Performance, World Cup, Media coverage assessment, Football team, Audience.
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